The Talking Stick

'I‘a]kingSﬁckshavebeenusedforcenmﬁesbj'rmanyﬁsmerimIndiant:ibwasameans
of just and impartial hearing. Talking Sticks are commonly used in council circles to
d&signatewhohastherighttospeekwhﬂeothetsﬁsten Some tribes use a Talking
Feather instead of a Talking Stick. Other tribes might have a Peace Pipe, Wampum Belt,
SacredShelLaTotemSﬁck,-orotﬁerobjectsbywhichﬂwyd&signatetheﬁght_tospeak.
Whatevertheobject,itsymboﬁzesthepresenceofﬂleGwatSpiritmtheoouncilcircle
and requires respect. Tt also assures free speech; the speaker has the freedom and power
‘ tosaywhatisinhisheartwiﬂmmfearofreprisalorhunﬁ}iaﬁon.

Thespmkershouldnotforgetﬂlathecarrieswithinhimselfaswedspatkofﬂaeﬁreat
Spirit, and therefore he is also sacred. If he feels he cannot honor the Talking Stick with
his words, he should refrain from speaking for a time. That way he will not dishonor
himselfordmcratcthesymboloftheTalkingsﬁckbyhmﬁﬂorangrywmﬂs. Ifit
should happen that someone does dishonor himself, that person is asked to leave the
CouncilCircleunﬁlsuchﬁmcashecansoﬁmhiswordswiﬂlloveandunde(standing.

This Talking Stick is a way to share with you the spirit of understanding with the heart as

. well as the mind. TheSﬁckiSmadeofmusicwood,riva'caneﬁ:omwhich'uadiﬁonal

flutes are crafted. When you hold it, hear the song of the flute in your heart. Touching
the soft rabbit skin on the Stick will remind you to keep your words soft. Under the
rabbit'skinonﬂicendofthesﬁckishiddenabﬁofwdar,whichisusedfotclemsingof
the body, mind and spirit. Nestled inside the cedar is a kemel of blue corn, symbolic of
spiritual growth and nourishment. Tied to the Stick are two objects; a blue stone,
symboﬁzingthesky,homeoftthreatSpiﬁt,andabitofsheﬂ,irid&wentanever— _
changing, reminds you that life changes, foo. Because we cannot pass on to you an eagle -
feather, we have tied the Talking Stick with a feather of the cagle messenger, the raven.
Thegreﬁraven,powm‘ﬁﬂandpewefﬂLshares&eskywithﬁeeagle. It carries to the
eagle the message of the one who holds the Talking Sick. ‘

: =Als0',tiemealkingSﬁckisasmallfeaﬂwrﬁomadove,bixdofpme,re_mindingyou
that peace within the heart is true harmony. A fluff from the great white heron
symboﬁz&senchxraneeandstaminaofﬂﬁs.b’m?sﬂigm. It is given to you that you may
_acoompﬁshyourtaskinﬁfewithomﬁﬂng. The four colors of beads, yellow for the
sunrise (east), redforthesunset(w&t),whiteforﬂxesnow(mrﬂa)andgreenforgrowing _
. thing (south), are symbolic of the powers of the universe you have in your hands to help
youmSmdsofhairﬁomﬁwgrwbuﬂfaloareﬁedtbﬂleTaﬂdngSﬁck. Speakers
mayspeakwithﬂlecoumgeandﬂmsu-engﬂmftbisgrmanimﬂ o

May the Great Spirit sit with yoe in your council circles.




